DRAGONFLY

In your kit
125ml Resin
125ml Resin
Floral Foam Cylinder
Black shaper tool
Grey shaper tool
0.5mm Stainless Steel Wire

Essential Extras
Wire Snippers

Desirable Extras

Crystals if Crystal Kit
4 x antennae
16 x body
2 x head
Beads if Bead Kit
8 x antennae
32 x antennae
4 x antennae

Please note the pictures show the green and yellow
shaper tool – but the shaper tool you have been given
is grey. Grey is the correct tool to use for the 125ml
tins of resin.

MAKING THE WINGS
Cut 4 pieces of wire about 20cms long. These are
for the wings. These wire pieces will also
determine the length of the stick the dragonfly is
poised on – better to cut too long as you can
always cut it off later.

Using the black shaper tool, wind the wire around
once – you are aiming to have 2 tails, one shorter
than the other..

Twist the two tails together to secure the loop on
the shaper tool. It is best to twist the wire two or
three times to make it secure.

Slide the loop off the shaper tool so you have the
classic “balloon on a string” shape.

This will be one of your wings.

Make another wing the same way using the black
shaper tool.

Repeat the process with the grey shaper tool –
making two wings using the grey shaper tool.

You should now have two large and two smaller
“balloons”.

Make your wings. It is easiest to do this with both
wings at a time, but if you prefer you can shape each
wing individually.

Pull the wings up together to make the shape, and
using your fingers, shape the wings to look like
dragonfly wings. Do this for both sets of wings.

DIPPING THE WINGS
Open the resin. Always remember to keep the resin
tin open as little as possible or the resin will dry out –
it is not a disaster if this happens – we sell resin
thinners but each time you add thinners you do tend
to dilute the colour. (Your resin may not be the
same colour as the resin shown in the illustration,
and it may be in a metal tin. Remember to replace
the tin lid). Dip each wing in the resin. Shake off the
excess, allowing it to drip back into the tin. If
necessary, gently scrape against the rim of the tin.

Leave the wings to dry completely. This should
only take a few minutes. To tell if it is dry, gently
touch the resin and if it does not feel sticky, then
it is dry.
Don’t worry if the resin drips into a blob hanging
from the wing – this can be carefully cut off with
wire snippers when completely dry.

MAKING THE BODY
Whilst the wings are drying, make the body. Cut a
length of wire for the body. This will include the
antennae, so you need about 15cms. Also take
the crystals or the beads (depending on which kit
you have chosen).

Bend the wire in half.

Thread one body (middle size) crystal or bead on
to the wire and twist the wire so it is firmly in
position at the bend of the wire.

Thread 6 of the remaining body crystals or beads on
the wire. Make sure the crystals are threaded on
both strands of wire. This should leave you with 1
body crystal or bead remaining.

7 crystals/beads threaded on the wire. Open the
wire apart as shown in illustration, this is where
you will put your wings.

Take the 4 wings and arrange with the 2 smaller
wings at the back and the 2 larger at the front.

Position the wings between the wire so the
crystals form the main part of the dragonfly’s
body. Don’t worry too much about getting the
wings in the right place, as you can move them
later.

Take the two wires that are a continuation of the
body, and thread back around itself, under the body
and round to the front again. Twist once or twice to
make it secure. If this still feels insecure, wait until
the dragon fly is finished and apply a blob of glue.

Thread the remaining body crystal and the head
crystal as before. Do not twist the wire, as you
need the 2 separate strands for the antennae.

Split the wire into the 2 strands and thread one
antennae crystal on each strand

Twist the wire so the crystal forms an antenna.
Ensure the antennae are level with each other.
Twist the wire as you can see in the illustration.
One antenna is completed and the other is still
being twisted. If necessary, snip off any excess
wire but take care not to snip the antennae itself.

Twist the wire of the wings to form one long “stick”.
This is so you can stick the Dragonfly in a pot or in
the ground, but if you don’t want it, you can cut it
off. Make sure it is tightly twisted before cutting it
off, and don’t cut it too close to the body.

Arrange the wings, body and antennae as you
wish

If the body is not firm (which can happen if the wire
is not twisted tightly enough) you can always use a
small drop of glue to hold in place. Choose a glue
that will dry out to become transparent and will not
harm the dragonfly or detract from its appearance.
However, this should not really be necessary.

CONGRATULATIONS – YOU HAVE A
BEAUTIFUL DRAGONFLY

